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¶ Gareth Chapman (Chair). Responsible for: Newsletter & its distribution. 
Community car park. Plastic Free Communities. gareth.solva@gmail.com 

¶ Josh Phillips  (Vice Chair). Responsible for: Solva CLT, DCWW works and 
POC with WG on affordable housing in Solva. Welsh Heritage 
Trail.  joshuaphillipssolva@gmail.com 

¶ Alyssia Fiander-Houlden.Responsible for: Play and Skate parks (Upper & 
Lower Solva). First aid and training courses. Social media. 
missafiander@gmail.com 

¶ Joe Griffin. Responsible for: Whitchurch church old cemetery. Senior 
Citizens Christmas Lunch. gjoegriffin@aol.com 

¶ Ifor Thomas. Responsible for: Clubhouse. Village noticeboards. Lower Solva 
picnic area. Multigenerational Path connecting Lower & Upper Solva. Solva 
CLT. Village greens and common land.  iforthomas@gmail.com 

¶ Colin Reynolds. Responsible for: the Welsh language, Welsh Heritage and 
its traditions. Memorial benches. rens@btinternet.com 

¶ Rob Richards. Responsible for: Local agriculture. Traffic and transport. 
Welcome to Solva signage. robthemount@yahoo.co.uk 

¶ Richard Davies. Responsible for: Parc y Capel. Coast. Allotments, SCC 
Carbon Neutrality Action Plan. rich.solva@gmail.com 

 

  
NOTICE OF MEETING 

A meeting of Solva Community Council (SCC) will be held on Wednesday 4th June 

commencing at 6pm in Solva Community Clubhouse. This is a multi-location 

meeting allowing community councillors and members of the public to attend 

virtually or in person. 

Members of the public are warmly invited to attend and are encouraged to notify the 
Clerk in advance which business items on the agenda they wish to contribute views 
on. 
 

Agenda and minutes will be available from the Clerk and at Solva Community 
Council  https://solva.gov.wales/ 
 

Bruce Payne - Clerk to the Council  brucepayne241@gmail.com 
07890 987259 

 

mailto:gareth.solva@gmail.com
mailto:joshuaphillipssolva@gmail.com
mailto:missafiander@gmail.com
mailto:gjoegriffin@aol.com
mailto:iforthomas@gmail.com
mailto:rens@btinternet.com
mailto:robthemount@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rich.solva@gmail.com
https://solva.gov.wales/solva-community-council/
https://solva.gov.wales/solva-community-council/
https://solva.gov.wales/
mailto:brucepayne241@gmail.com
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The second week of May in County Hall 
marks the start of the Municipal year and also 
on Thursday a full Council meeting was held. 
As Councillors we paused our meeting to 
attend the VE service at the Cenotaph and 
show our respects.  

There were two main items on the Thursday 
Agenda; firstly there was a report on the 
Senior Staff operating model with proposals 
to reorganise senior roles amongst staff. This would hopefully achieve significant 
cost savings towards achieving budget targets. Secondly there was a discussion 
about school re organisation. A working group had spent six sessions discussing 
the future of a number of groups of schools and the findings were debated. 

 In the Member questions I queried whether the Cabinet Member Rhys Sinnett, was 
still happy with the purchase of a large number of electric vans as I had found out 
that a number of van users had found the electric vans purchased unsuitable and 
had reverted to diesel vans. Similar trials had been made with electric refuse trucks 
and on the whole these were unsuccessful  

On the Friday the Annual Council meeting was held. Cllr Steve Alderman reported 
on his year as outgoing Chairman and Cllr Maureen Bowen was installed as the 
new Chairman of Council. Cllr Delme Harries was elected Vice Chair so he will be 
Chair as a North Pembrokeshire member for the Eisteddfod next year. The leader 
announced his two new Cabinet Members Cllr Alistair Cameron as Finance 
member and Cllr Marc Tierney as Young Persons and Communities Member. I 
have been made Chairman of Planning and Cllr Tony Wilcox returns as Chair of 
Licensing  

I have previously raised concerns in the Services Committee around Dog 
Restrictions on Beaches. Anyone taking their dog onto Newgale needs to be aware 
that there are 3 different zones in Newgale and the middle one from the Ice Cream 
van to Pebbles Cafe is totally dog free until 30th September. Anyone breaching this 
will now get a warning and if ignored, then a penalty of £75 will be issued. When I 

looked last the signage is confusing and 
inaccurate, so please be careful.Dog fouling in 
Solva continues to be an issue. Every month this 
seems to be on my agenda and it is just not 
acceptable. If anyone can identify the offenders, 
please report all details 
to envirocrime@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

COUNCILLORõS CORNER 

Solva  

mailto:envirocrime@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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Finally I wish to state my position on some up 
and coming local issues. As the Chairman of 
the Planning Committee, I suspect we will see 
the planning application (should one appear) 
for the Brawdy radar scheme .If it comes to 
Committee then I have to approach it with an 
open mind and cannot pre-determine the 
matter. For that reason I am listening to 
opinions but not commenting. In terms of the 
Newgale Road scheme, as a local business 

owner, I have a prejudicial interest and the PCC Standards Committee only allow 
me so speak as a Business Owner and not a Councillor. 

Finally the funding for the Solva toilets runs out in November. As they take the fees 
from the Car Park, I am firmly of the belief that the Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park should pay to keep them open and I am firmly against the Solva precept being 
used and hence the people of Solva paying to keep these open 

 

Cllr Mark Carter 

Pembrokeshire County Councillor for Solva Ward. As usual if you need any help 
with a Council related matter then please call or text me on 07976 553912. 
Christmas holidays or evenings not a problem!  

Email cllr.mark.carter@pembrokeshire.gov.uk  

 

The Lower Solva Corner Garden is looking 
much better. A small group of volunteers have 
had two sessions sweeping, weeding and 
tidying this area so far this year. Thank you to 
all our supporters who have helped in different 
ways, especially Robin and Hannah (and 
Jason) from the Cambrian who gave the use of 

their pressure- washer, water and electricity, as well as supplying us with coffee.  

Our next session will be on Thursday 19th June at 10a.m. when we 
hope to weed and sweep, continue the pressure-washing to improve 
the look of the paving, fill the cracks with patio sand and treat the 
weathered benches to help preserve them. 

Are you able to join us? We would really appreciate more hands on 
deck! Please message Alison de Jong on Facebook to be added to 
the list of helpers. Also If anyone else in the village has a little 
unforgotten corner near them, that they might like to help restore or 
look after, please do get in touch with the Community Council we may 
be able to help with some resources.  

mailto:cllr.mark.carter@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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COUNCILLORõS CORNER 

St Davids  
 

Hello/Shwmae 
 

 I hope you are all enjoying this glorious weather 
we are having, it certainly makes us all feel good 
and enjoy the wonderful countryside we have on 
our doorstep. Talking of the outdoors it has been 
so lovely to see the pupils of Ysgol Penrhyn 
Dewi taking pride of this City by doing litter picks 
and also entering in a litter poster competition of 
which they will be displayed around the City. I have also been in touch with County 
Hall and have acquired litter picking equipment of which will be used for a litter 
picking day which I will be advertising very soon and will be asking for Volunteers or 
groups to come along and help. Another way of getting out to enjoy the outdoors 
and also make new friends. 

It was lovely to attend many VE Day events in St Davids and also in Haverfordwest. 
Thursday May the 8th was a busy day as I attended the wreath the Cross square 
followed by attending the act of remembrance at the Cenotaph in Haverfordwest 
then in the evening I attended the Coral evensong for VE Day at the Cathedral then 
attending the Beacon Lighting on the Cross Square. I also attended a few VE Day 
Tea Parties which were organised by the Wednesday Coffee and Chat group and 
also the St Davids and District Day Centre for the elderly. Well done all involved in 
organising these events. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Cllr Bira Sehmi for his very busy 
year as Mayor and what a great job he did, and congratulations to Cllr David 
Griffiths as the new Mayor of St Davids and to his wife Kate as his Mayoress. 

As in my previous newsletter report I had mentioned that I would be doing a drop in 
Cllr Surgery session, no appointment needed, the date for that session is Thursday 
5th June at the Drop-in room at the back of the City Hall. There will be two sessions, 
10-1 and 5-7. I shall advertise this with posters in the next few weeks but in the 
meantime please get in touch with me the usual way via email, facebook or just give 
me a call. 

Cofian Cynnes /Kind Wishes, 

Bethan 

Mobile 07767398924 

Email  Cllr.bethan.price@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 

Facebook     Cllr Bethan Price  

mailto:Cllr.bethan.price@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
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Solva Memorial Hall AGM 17 June 2025 

The Annual general meeting of the Solva Memorial Hall will be held on 
Tuesday 17 June at 6.30. This will precede the routine meeting of the 
Committee. All welcome. For further information or interest in joining the 

committee contact Fran Barker (Secretary) on fran34hb@gmail.com or Mobile 
073770592565 

 

 

Menevia W.I.  

  

At our meeting in April, we were treated to a presentation from The Paul Sartori 
Foundation. They offer an array of quality services and helpful advice for those people 
with life limiting diseases, end of life care, and not just cancer. It was a very interesting 
and thought-provoking talk. Our May meeting is a social evening. We are in a fantastic 
position of having 7 new members since January, so this is an ideal opportunity to meet 
up, have a chat, and get to know people. In June we have a talk from the 
Haverfordwest Street Pastors. 

If you are interested or want to see what Menevia WI is about, come along to a 
meeting. You never know, it might just be what youôre looking for! Visitors and new 
members welcome on the 2

nd
 Wednesday 7.30pm, City Hall, St Davids. Andrea 

Cartwright, Secretary, meneviawi@gmail.com 

 
Last month we updated you on our Stage 1 
application to the National Lottery.  Unfortunately 
we were not invited to progress to the next stage 
at this time. Trustees have discussed options and 

next steps in our continuing efforts to secure funding both for Solva Care and to 
expand the service into St Davids and Llanrhian.   Current funds will enable Solva 
Care to continue until September 2025, thanks to a grant from Hywel Dda Health 
Board, for which we are very grateful.  We will continue to update the community 
with any progress.  As always our thanks go to our volunteers, staff, trustees and 
supporters who continue to make Solva Care the success it is in these uncertain 
times. 
 

Can you help Solva Memorial Hall? 

Hello, we are stepping up activity in the Memorial Hall and often need help with various tasks such 
as:  

Refreshments, front of house stewards, setting out or clearing chairs and tables, changing 
the stage set-up, cleaning (non-routine), Duck Race, collecting 100 club subs, setting up 
stalls for Solva Shop.  

If you would be able to help occasionally with any of these and would be happy to be on our 
Volunteer List, please contact Fran Barker on Mobile 07377059265 or email 
fran34hb@gmail.com. 

Many thanks, Fran  (on behalf of the Memorial Hall Management Committee) 

mailto:meneviawi@gmail.com
mailto:fran34hb@gmail.com
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Solva's 80th VE Day Remembrance 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the 
morning service and coffee morning, 
especially to those in the hall, the Ukulele 
Pirates band, the helpers on the tea and 
coffee, our representatives from the R.A.F., 
and our Pastors Belinda and Mike for a 
wonderful service. A very special Thank You 
to Brenda for putting up a wonderful 
exhibition for VE Day of wartime memories 
within the community. 

The celebrations continued into the 
night with an Open Mic night at the 
Harbour Inn, with many a wartime 
song, and the lighting of the Beacon on 
the foreshore at dusk. Another thank 
you to all that attended the events, and 
for the team that set up the bunting and 
beacon, and Cllr Mark Carter for 
organising the beacon. 
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Congratulations to Sean Bolger! 

Sean has been boxing since the age of 9, starting in the Yard 
boxing club in Letterston where he won his first Welsh vest 
age 14 under the coaching of Ken and Rowley. Sean has had 
two passions - boxing and rugby. He was selected to play 
county rugby and was then selected to go on to play for the 
Scarlets under 16 s. 

Between training at a high level in rugby and boxing the time had come to make his 

choice as to which sport to concentrate on and give  %. Sean chose boxing 

and  began  training harder than before putting all his efforts into a very tough sport. 

Sean is now training in Merlin's bridge club with Graham and his team. In the last 
few months he has won the West Wales boxing cup, and only a few weeks ago 
become the Welsh Champion for the second time. 

He has now been selected to fight in the British championships which will be held in 
Sophia Gardens in Cardiff at the end of May. He will then be heading up to Scotland 
to fight again in another competition. 

The support for Sean from everyone has been absolutely amazing; he would like to 
thank you all for the words of encouragement and good wishes.  

He has just turned 16 now and is doing his GCSEs in Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi. He has 
had lots of support and encouragement in school from all the staff and from 
Headmistress Rachel Thomas. 

 

VE Day 80 Celebrations in St Davids  

Thursday 8th May  

At 9.00am the Flag was raised on the Cross Square 
to commemorate and celebrate the 80th anniversary 
of the end of World War II. 

An act of remembrance and wreath laying ceremony 
in the Memorial Gardens followed and was led by St 
Davids Cathedral. Cathedral members, Mayor and 
Mayoress of St Davids and City 
Councillors were joined by the 

Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Dyfed, Mr Roger Smith, the High 
Sheriff of Dyfed, Mrs Ann Jones, 14th Signals Regiment, Major 
John Williams, Headmaster, Mrs Rachael Thomas and pupils of 
Ysgol Penryn Dewi, War Veteran Mrs Dorothy Cole, members 
of the community and visitors. 

A special Choral evensong for VE day was held at St Davids 
Cathedral in the evening and was attended by His Majestyôs 
Lord-Lieutenant of Dyfed, Miss Sara Edwards and other 

https://www.facebook.com/stdavidscathedral?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/stdavidscathedral?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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dignitaries, and the bells rang out in celebration at Porth Y Twr. 

Finally, the Mayor lit a beacon on the Cross Square at 9.30pm as part of a global 
tribute to represent the light of peace that emerged from the dreadful darkness of 
war. A Tribute was read out by the Mayor after the beacon was lit. 

A sincere thank you to all those involved with the preparation and assistance with 
these events including St Davids Cathedral, Robert Davies - Gwyn Davies & Sons, 
City Councillor members and staff, County Councillor Bethan Price , Leslie Phillips, 
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, St Davids Policing Team and 14th Signals Regiment. 

 
Coffee and Chat VE Day 80 Celebrations  

 
Members of Coffee and Chat held a tea party in the 
City Hall on 7th May to mark the 80th anniversary of 
VE day. 
 

WW2 veteran Mrs Jones joined in the celebrations 
and kindly bought her original Wren's uniform to put 
on display in the City Hall. 
 

A big thank you to all those involved with organising 
this event - it was a lovely celebration with lots of tea 
and cake and was very much enjoyed by all who 
attended! 

 

St Davids Rainbows and Brownies joined in the celebrations and 
held a VE Day 80

th
 Anniversary party on 7

th
 May. 

https://www.facebook.com/stdavidscathedral?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/butchersstdavids?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092299915924&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092299915924&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ysgolpenrhyndewi?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/DPPHWest?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWJp0m57nL0d9gxqVgJGLKuCF8zzj7W_gveUZzvVeUo4f-YvgpUG8icVXDNbEIo9-uhvuZula9HitAHl3BZPtH6yZwXDI7CG09prJJq-LQihSdvJ7SYM0suiFnHGKMBWIxFBLXdw5waFGIFzGxt8s2DNmCanYjeHYtC5gOMG3zsAQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Great Big Green Week 2025  
7 th to 15 th  June  

 

Come and join in the UK's biggest 
celebration of communities taking action to 
support nature - 'Great Big Green Week' is 
back with a week of free activities and 
events across the Peninsula including...... 
 

- How to create a pollinator and wildlife 
friendly garden 

- The Big Green Service at St Davids 
Cathedral 

- Solva Film Night special 

- The 'Green Drinks' social evening  

- Local beach cleans 

- St Davids Open Gardens Weekend and 
Green Garden Market 

.....and much more! 

Check out www.ecodewi.org.uk or follow 

us on Facebook for all the details 

  
Notice of St Davids  

City Council Meetings: 
 

Monthly Meeting ï Monday 
2nd June ï 6.30pm in the Memorial 
Hall. 

The agenda and minutes are 
available from the Clerk and on the 
City Council website: 

 https://stdavids.gov.uk/ .Members of the 
public are welcome to attend and are given 
reasonable opportunity to make 
representations about items of business on 
the agenda to be discussed. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend 
and are given reasonable opportunity to 
make representations about items of 
business on the agenda to be discussed.  

Members of the public wishing to attend on a 
remote basis should notify the Clerk to the 
Council by 12pm on the day of the meeting 
so that guidance can be provided on how to 
attend. 

 

http://www.ecodewi.org.uk/
https://stdavids.gov.uk/
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St Davids Charity Shop 
 

Opening Times 
 

Monday ï Friday from 10.00am ï 

1.00pm 

  Saturdays 11.00am ï 2.00pm 
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Come and support your local 

producers at the Thursday Market on 

Cross Square. 

 

Open from 9.00am to 4.00pm weekly 

from 1st March until the end of 

October (weather permitting).  

 

The market offers a wide range of 

food, drinks, gifts and crafts that have 

all been locally produced. 
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Meddygfa Penrhyn/Peninsula Practice 
 

Repeat Prescription requests ï Both the practice and local 
Pharmacy have seen an increase in emergency requests from 

patients who have forgotten to order their monthly repeat medication.  Please note 
that we process over 10,000 items per month for over 4000 patients.  Please order 
your prescription 7-10 days before your medication is required to prevent 
additional pressure on our Clinical and Admin staff and Pharmacy staff.  

You can order your prescription online via the NHS APP or post your repeat slip 
directly to the surgery.   You can also nominate your preferred pharmacy and ask 
the surgery to send your prescription to one of the Pharmacies that has a collection 
service from Solva.  

NHS APP ï Patients can access services by logging into:  https://app.nhs.wales/. 
To access the NHS Wales APP services, you must: 

¶ be registered with a GP practice in Wales 

¶ have a fully verified NHS login 

¶ be aged 16 or over 
 

MISSED APPOINTMENTS ï During March 2025, 129 patients did not attend their 
appointment and in April 159 did not attend their appointment.  Sometimes patients 
were allocated 30-minute appointments (e.g. Asthma or Diabetic review) ï We 
understand that it is sometimes not possible to keep appointments previously made, 
for a variety of reasons; however, as appointments are always in short supply it 
would be very much appreciated if in future patients could telephone and let us 
know so that this slot may be offered to another patient.  Thank you for your co-
operation; I am sure you will agree that it is in the best interests of everybody if we 
can ensure that patients see doctors as soon as possible, and this is one way in 
which this can be achieved. 
 

RSV Vaccination ï We have appointments available throughout April.  Please ring 
the surgery to book an appointment.  Eligibility for the respiratory vaccination 
programme include: 
 

¶ older adults, as they turn 75 years old; and  

¶ pregnant women, who will be offered vaccination at 28 weeks gestation, with a catch-up 
programme for those already past 28 weeks gestation, but that have not yet given birth.  

¶ All individuals aged between 75 and 79 years with a date of birth between 02/09/1944 
and 01/09/1949 (inclusive) will be eligible for the catch-up programmed between 
01/09/24 and 31/08/2025. This campaign will run for 12 months and the programme 
started on 1st  September 2024. 

COVID Booster Vaccination Spring Campaign ï If you are 75 years of age or 
over, you can book your free COVID-19 vaccination at the surgery in Solva. The 
local Health Board will arrange for their community vaccinators to visit those patients 
who are housebound.   

https://app.nhs.wales/
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MERCHED Y WAWR - CANGEN BRO DDEWI 

Digwyddiadau Mis Ebrill 

Cawsom Gyfarfod Blynyddol llwyddiannus iawn 
gyda phenderfyniadau pwysig wedi eu trafod aôu 
cytuno.  Yn eu plith cytunwyd i newid dyddiad y 
cyfarfodydd misol i Ddydd Mercher cyntaf bob 
mis am nifer o resymau arbennig.   

Penderfynwyd hefyd dyddiad a thaith y trip 
blynyddol, sef 18 Mehefin, i Langrannog, 
ymlaen i Lanerchaeron a gorffen yn 
Aberaeraon.   

Bu clod mawr gan yr aelodau am safon uchel y 
llun o Santes Non fydd yn rhan o furlun Caffi 
Beca.   

Bydd angen cymorth helaeth y Gangen yn ystod 
y pymtheg mis nesaf i gefnogi paratoadau Eisteddfod y Garreg Las er mwyn sicrhau 
ei llwyddiant yn Awst 2026. 

 

New Mayor and Mayoress for St Davids  
 

Congratulations to Councillor David and Mrs Kate 
Griffiths Griffiths, who were appointed the Mayor and 
Mayoress of St Davids for the Civic Year 2025-2026, at 
the City Council's Annual Meeting on 12th May.  

Councillor Sarah Foster was 
appointed as Deputy Mayor and 
Canon Sheridan Angharad 
James agreed to be the 
Mayor's Chaplain during his 
year of office. 

The City Council extends 
enormous thanks to former 

Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr Bira Sehmi and Mr Sylvia 
Sehmi again for their dedication and community contributions 
over the past year. 

************************* 

MAYORôS REPORT MAY 2025 

I was honoured to be selected as the Mayor with my wife 
Sylvia as the Mayoress in May 2024 and I also thank all the 
City Councillors for their support. Best wishes to Councillor 
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David Griffiths as the Mayor for 2025. I would like to thank him for his support as the 
Deputy Mayor.  

It has been a great privilege to attend various Civic Receptions, Cathedral, and 
other notable events throughout the year. The Dragon Parade and The Carnival, 
dancing all the way, Coronation of King Charles III, Christmas Celebrations, 
Remembrance Day, and VE Day as well.  

I would also like to thank the First Minister Eluned Morgan MS who invited 
Councillor Bethan Price and myself to attend the Graham Hurd-Woodôs City of 
Portraits Launch event in the Pierhead, Cardiff Bay followed by a visit to see the 
Welsh Senedd. Thanks to Rachel Thomas (Head Mistress, Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi) 
who drove us there in the minibus to Cardiff that day accompanied by Simon 
Pearce, Laurence John (from the Cathedral) and the school pupils. 

I also had the opportunity to meet Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal (Patron 
of Farms for City Children) who visited Lower Treginnis Farm, which has a special 
place in my heart as Sylviaôs parents farmed there in the past before retiring in early 
1970ôs.  

I would also like to thank the Clerks Simon Mann 
and Jessica Foster, RFO Will Mann and Katie 
Bolger the Hall Manager for all their hard work in 
planning and for dealing with my Mayoral and other 
events.  

I presented a bouquet of flowers and card to several 
couples on their Golden Wedding Anniversaries and 
awarded trophies for various Annual Events hosted 
by the City Council.  

Love and light to all, 

Bira Sehmi 

 

 

 

 

St Davids City  Council  
 

Wednesdays 10.00am ï 12noon at 
the Drop In Centre, City Hall, St Davids 

All welcome to attend  
Free of charge 

 
S Mann - Clerk to the Council, 

City Hall, High Street, Haverfordwest, 
Pembrokeshire SA62 6SD 

 
clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 

Tel 01437 721137 
 

Family Announcements  

Are you a Solva/St Davids resident 

who is celebrating a birth or 

marriage? Or do you wish to mark 

the death of a loved one?  

We welcome contributions to the 

newsletter  from locals . 

Please contact 

solvanews@outlook.com  

mailto:clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
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St Davids Open Gardens Weekend 2025 

Patron Iolo Williams 
 

The annual Open Gardens Weekend returns to St Davids 
on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th June, when some of 
the Cityôs gardeners open their very individual garden 
spaces to visitors. 
 

We would love to encourage some more gardeners to join 
us and enjoy what is always a friendly, fun weekend with the proceeds going once 
again to registered charity, Prostate Cymru and our ever energetic, environmental 
community organisation, EcoDewi. 
 

Please remember that your gardens donôt need to be pristine and immaculate! It is 
more about sharing your secret outdoor space with visitors and even more 
importantly, locals who will be able to enjoy getting out and about in their city and 
discovering gardens that they have never seen before. 
 

If youôd like to join our team of wild and wonderful gardeners or would just like to find 
out more, please get in touch. You can either come and chat about it with us at The 
Really Wild Emporium or contact us via email at: info@reallywildemporium.co.uk. 

  

mailto:info@reallywildemporium.co.uk.


Solva & St Davids Newsletter 

 

17 
 

   Solva Scarecrow Trail 3-4 August 2025 

 

 

Horrible Historical scenes and characters will appear all round the 
village on 3-4 August 2025 from 10.00 to 6.00 each day. Builders get your thinking 
caps on and be first to book your horrible idea. No duplicates allowed. Enthusiasts 
note the dates and book your holidays! There will be prizes for those who guess the 
most correctly and for the Best, Scariest and Funniest scarecrows. The trophy was 
won last year by Eddie the Eagle. A great day out for the family. For more 
information contact Fran email fran34hb@gmail.com or on Mobile 07377059265. 

 

Solva Community Cinema  
 

Upcoming films: 

5 June    Maria (12A) 
3 July     A Real Pain (15) 

 

Doors open at 7 pm and the film starts at 7.30 pm. Tickets are £5 for adults and 
£3.50 for under 18's. You can become a member for £5/year, which gives you 20% 
of the ticket price and the use of a free cushion! We offer tea/coffee and soft drinks 
and there is also a bar. Any questions or suggestions, please email us at 
solvacinema@gmail.com New committee members are always welcome. 
 

St Davids City Hall  

The City Hall is located at the heart of St 
Davids and offers a range of facilities for arts, 
sport, exhibitions, sales, community events 

and meetings. 

For bookings and enquires please contact: Mrs Katie Bolger on 
07821656233 or e-mail hallmanager@stdavids.gov.uk  

 

St Davids Policing  Team - Drop In Surgery  
 

Members of Dyfed Powys Police run a monthly Drop In Surgery on the 
first Thursday of each month from 10.30am ς 12 noon in the Youth 

Drop-In Centre (entrance via Bryn Road). This is an opportunity for local residents to bring any matter to 
the attention of the Police. No appointments necessary. 

Next Surgery ς Thursday 5th June.  
Please contact the Clerk on 01437 721 137 or clerk@stdavids.gov.uk for more information 

St Davids City Council, City Hall, High Street, St Davids, Pembrokeshire SA62 6SD 

mailto:solvacinema@gmail.comN
mailto:hallmanager@stdavids.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
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CLWB  SOLFACH  

SOLVA LUNCHEON  CLUB  

Lunch Club is still very well attended, but we are always happy to welcome more 
diners!  

 

Still going strong in Solva Memorial Hall, 40+ years on! 

 

There is a warm welcome and lots of happy chat. The meal consists of a hot main 
course and a pudding followed by a cup of tea or coffee. The cost is £5, raffle 
included! 
 

  Please contact Jane Pascoe on 01437 721544 if you would like to help or join. 
 
 

 

SOLVA WI  

Following the business meeting in May, we were joined by Sheena 
Crossley who judged our floral arrangements (in teapots!). This was 
followed by a Botanical Quiz very cleverly devised by Sheena. 

Our next meeting, on 12th June at 2pm in Solva Memorial Hall, will be a talk on the 
Coastguard service by Tracy Whistance. 

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. 

Contact Jane Pascoe 01437 721544 

  

 

The boat lift was very successful and SHS would like to thank all 

those involved. We anticipate that the harbour will be busier than 

normal this summer so please look out for other boat users, 

swimmers, kayakers and paddle board users. If anyone needs advice 

please follow the RNLI water safety guidance, read the SHS notice 

boards on the quay or speak to the harbour master for local information and safe 

use of the harbour. 

Congratulations to Solva AFC 2nds,  
Winners of the 2024/2025 Division 5 Trophy!! 

 

A late goal from Montie Lavin decided this tense affair against St Clears AFC 2nds, 
which had seen both Solva and St Clears hit the woodwork. It was a closely fought 
encounter on a warm evening and though Solva had plenty of possession, they 

needed goalkeeper Adam Phillips to make a 
string of key saves in the second half to keep 
the match goalless. As the clock ticked 
towards 90 minutes, a scramble in the box 
saw the ball fall to substitute Joe Shaw who 
provided the assist for Lavinôs winner. 
Da iawn lads!  
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CATHEDRAL LIBRARIES FROM ACROSS UK & IRELAND MEETING  
IN ST DAVIDS IN JUNE 

 

Many people who know St Davids Cathedral, may not know that it 
has the only cathedral library in Wales. Originally, all medieval 
cathedrals were places of learning as well as places of worship. 
Over the centuries, for many reasons, this has changed. In Wales, 
the only cathedral that still has a library on site is our St Davids. As 
the photograph here shows, the library is on the north side of the 
cathedral. It is in the two floors above the St Thomas Becket chapel.  

      

For three days this June people responsible for Cathedral libraries, 
archives and collections from across England, Scotland and also 
the Republic of Ireland, will be meeting in St Davids for their annual 
conference. Booking to attend the actual conference sessions is 

also open, from 1st June, at a reduced rate for people living in the SA62 and SA61 post 
codes area. For information on these special tickets, send an email to 
CALCAconference@StDavidsCathedral.org.uk or phone 01437 460141. Information 
about the conference is on the Cathedral website at 
www.stdavidcathedral.org.uk/discover/library. The conference sessions themselves will 
include: 

TUESDAY 17th JUNE - 10am Welcome by Dean of St Davids, Very Revôd Dr Sarah 
Rowland Jones. 

¶ ñThe Reformation ï a Bible in Welsh in every village in Walesò. Panel 
discussion and unique display of early Welsh Bibles from 1567, 1588, 1620, 
1770.   

¶ 2pm Pererindod/Pilgrimage in Menevia/St Davids since 6th century. 

¶ 6pm Choral Evensong with display of St Davids born Thomas Tomkinsô 1688 
part books. 

WEDNESDAY 18th JUNE 

¶ 11am History of Cathedral Libraries of Ireland, with display of 1685 Old 
Testament in Irish. 

¶ 2pm Gerald of Wales 1147-1223, Cambro-Norman cleric, canon lawyer and 
prolific writer.  

THURSDAY 19th JUNE 

¶ 9.30am St Davidsô 12th century crozier loaned to the British Museum 

¶ 11.15am Centenary of 1925 Apel Heddwch/Peace Appeal from Wales to 
USA. 

¶ 2pm Life and Library of a Victorian Bishop, Thomas Burgess, St Davids, 
Lampeter and Salisbury. 

 

During the conference, but not actually a conference session, there will also be a 
performance of the dramatisation of THRICE TO ROME. This is a lively retelling of the 
story of the battles that Gerald of Wales had in the 12th and 13th centuries to argue against 
the Norman kings of England blocking his election as Bishop of St Davids. Three times he 
also argued the legal case in the Papal Court in Rome for recognition of St Davids as an 
Archbishopric of equal status to Canterbury, rather than a Bishopric.  

 

Audience participation is not discouraged during the performance.  A St Davidsô resident 
who attended a previous performance of Thrice to Rome commented ñI never knew 
medieval canon law could actually be fun!ò  Tickets for Thrice to Rome are £12 each and 

mailto:CALCAconference@StDavidsCathedral.org.uk
http://www.stdavidcathedral.org.uk/discover/library
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can be bought in the cathedral nave shop, online through the cathedral 
website at  THRICE TO ROME. 7.30PM-9.30PM. WEDNESDAY 18TH 
JUNE 2025 | St Davids Cathedral   or through this QR code.  

 

As well as rare early Bibles in Welsh and English from the Cathedral 
Libraryôs own collection, there will be special early Bibles in Welsh and in 
Irish on loan from other historic libraries to St Davids Cathedral during this time. This will 
constitute a unique collection in the same place at the same time. For a few weeks after 
the conference, while the Bibles are still on loan in the Cathedral, there will be guided tours 
so that people can come and see them all. These will be held on Tuesday 24th June, 
Wednesday 25th June, Tuesday 1st July, Wednesday 2nd July, Thursday 3rd 
July, Wednesday 9th July and Thursday 10th July. The Tours will start at 
2pm and last about one and a half hours. Tickets are £10 each and can be 
bought in the cathedral nave shop or online at: SUMMER TOURS OF 
RARELY SEEN BOOKS AND PARTS OF ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL. 24th 
June to 10th July 2025. | St Davids Cathedral  or on this QR Code.      

 
This series of unique opportunities, in June and July this year, will enable 
people of St Davids, Solva and the surrounding Dewisland, to see some 
of the oldest printed Bibles and rare books in the Welsh, Irish and English 
languages. This is very close to the tradition that St David himself would 
have found familiar all those years ago in the 6th century when he was 
here ï except that he would have been used to books and manuscripts 
being hand written using feather quill pens and not printed! 

 

Mari James, St Davids Cathedral Library Development Officer. 
Library@StDavidsCathedral.org.uk   Tel: 01437 460141  
 

Ty Curtis Hall, Bryn Road, St Davids  

Currently: 4hrs £14 8hrs £28  Full day £30 

Contact 07952 201813 to hire. Also available for parties, craft classes, music etc. Garden also 
available. 

Monday - Available for hire 

Tuesday 

10am-11.15am Tai Chi with Judy Schunemann. Contact No.07890 647338 

6.30pm-7.30pm Vinyasa Yoga. Contact Sophie  www.theflyingfitfoodie.com/classes  

Wednesday 

9.30am & 10.45am Pilates for strength, flexibility and functionality. Contact Christine Higgins 

6.30-7.30pm. Slow Flow Yoga with As You Are Yoga & Wellbeing. Contact Abbie on 07817851853 or 
www.asyouarewellbeing.co.uk 

Thursday  - Available for hire 

Friday - Available for hire 

Saturday  

9-9.30am My Journey Weight Loss class 

Sunday 

11am until 12.Cyfarfod Crynwyr Tyddewi/ St David's Quaker Meeting. Contact Nia Harries 01348 872002.  

https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/events/thrice-rome-730pm-930pm-wednesday-18th-june-2025
https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/events/thrice-rome-730pm-930pm-wednesday-18th-june-2025
https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/events/summer-tours-rarely-seen-books-and-parts-st-davids-cathedral-24th-june-10th-july-2025
https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/events/summer-tours-rarely-seen-books-and-parts-st-davids-cathedral-24th-june-10th-july-2025
https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/events/summer-tours-rarely-seen-books-and-parts-st-davids-cathedral-24th-june-10th-july-2025
mailto:Library@StDavidsCathedral.org.uk
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Wedding Anniversary 

Celebrations? 

If you know of any couple in St 

Davids that may be celebrating a 

Golden or Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary, please contact St 

Davids City Council by phone 

(01437 721137) or email 

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 

 

Solva Pop -up Shop ð In the 

Memorial Hall and On Demand  

To support Solva Care and other village 
activities we run the Solva Shop. We 
have a store shed which is now full of 
items donated by people in the local 
ŀǊŜŀΦ ²Ŝ άtƻǇ-ǳǇέ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Thursday Coffee morning, 10.30 to 
12.00 in the Memorial Hall - in May it 
will be on 15th and 29th.  We have a very 
varied selection of goods running from 
kitchen and garden items and pottery to 
ornaments and textiles, dog leads and 
everything in between.  

 

If you are looking for any particular item 
at a reasonable price or would like to 

run an event using goods from the shed, 
please contact 

Fran Barker on 07377059265 
email fran34hb@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:fran34hb@gmail.com
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*Defibrillators in Solva* 
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Solva Memorial Hall 
What3words: 
cookies.blurts.symphonic 
Post Code: SA62 6TE 

 

Solva Community Clubhouse & AFC 

What3words: outlast.doted.fuzz 
Post Code: SA62 6XW 

 

Bay View Stores 
What3words: 
places.examples.crackling 
Post Code: SA62 6TX 

 

 Trinity Quay  
What3words: apart.adhesive.open  
Post Code: SA62 6UQ  

 

Lower Solva Car Park ï Harbour Inn 
What3words: tinny.router.tribe 
Post Code: SA62 6UT 
 


