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Solva Memorial Hall
Let's keep the hall top notch for the whole of the community.
April has been busy time in the Hall and it has been pleasing to see lots of activity in recent
weeks. Luncheon club, the Cinema, coffee morning , the library and physical activity
classes are bringing life back to the centre of our community in its centenary year.
On Saturday April 9th we were pleased to welcome back to the Hall, Kepow Theatre and a
70 strong audience . This improvisation act relies heavily on audience participation which
is always readily available in Solva and is one of the reasons the actors always enjoy
coming to the village. The Night Out scheme is part of the Rural Touring initiative which
enables small towns and villages to have productions by professional actors but
underwritten by the Welsh Arts Council in order to keep ticket prices at a reasonable level.
On April 14th the Hall was a riot of yellow when the Solva Craft Group set up a stall with
eggs, chickens, daffodils and many other knitted items especially for the Easter Coffee
Morning . Myra's ever popular traditional Easter Simnel Cake was raffled along with many
other prizes,the Siop Solfach stall attracted those looking for unusual items and all who
attended, including visitors, enjoyed the usual tea, coffee, biscuits and cakes. 
A big thank you to all participants and helpers for continuing to support Hall activities and
continuing the tradition of the last hundred years in Solva.

Vacancy
A cleaner is required to look after the Hall.4 hrs per week at £9.50/hr.
Please reply to Peter Wilde on 01437 720111 or pwilde01@yahoo.co.uk
Let's keep the hall top notch for the whole of the community.

Management Committee AGM - Please join the committee!
Tuesday 17 May 2022, 6.30PM
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NEWYDDION
SOLFACH 

FREE
Please take a copy

PDF available to download:
https://solva.gov.wales

Housing Available and Wanted
Due to the current housing issues we would like to help prospective renters and landlords
find each other. If you or someone you know is looking for accommodation or has a
property available please let us know so we can include them in our next edition.

tel:+441437720111
mailto:pwilde01@yahoo.co.uk


The 4Wards Community Project
Rachel Kelway-Lewis, Community Action Researcher for the Solva & Brawdy ward is
looking for participants to answer 5 short questions on what it means to be a part of our
community. 

This will form research into how cross ward collaboration could help maintain and even
improve community wellbeing and prosperity.

Participants of any age are welcomed, questions can be answered remotely or in person
if you prefer. 
Please contact Rachel: rachellewis94@live.co.uk / 07794063458

The 4Wards Community Project is funded by the UK Renewal Fund
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Notice of AGM
The Solva Community Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 11th May 2022
commencing at 6pm in Solva Community Clubhouse. Members of the public are warmly
invited to attend. The agenda is available at:
Solva Community Council website / Bruce Payne, Clerk to the Council,
brucepayne241@gmail.com 07890 987259 

Vote, Vote, Vote!
May 5 is nearly upon us and it is time to think hard about who you want to represent you
at Pembrokeshire County Council and Solva Community Council. The contest for County
Councillor is straightforward with Josh Phillips up against the incumbent Mark Carter.
The situation at Community Council level is much more complicated with 15 people
standing to fill eight posts. Please see flyer for details on those standing.

The community should welcome such a hotly contested election as it is indicative of how
alive and well our democracy is. This will be an opportunity to bring in new blood with
fresh ideas, all organisations need refreshing after five years, and the community council
is no exception. There are a number of ongoing projects which will be taken over by the
new council; the multi-generational footpath; the re-thinking of how we organise our play
areas; the management of parc y capel. There are also the ongoing committees who
deliberate on local planning matters and generally keep the village well maintained and
moving forward. The energy crisis is also a big issue for us as we look to meet our carbon
reduction agenda.

Lot’s to think about, so let’s appoint a Council that is up to the challenge!

                                      Clwb Solfach/Solva Luncheon Club
As ever, this is held in the Memorial Hall on Wednesdays at
12.30pm. 
We would welcome more participants! Just contact Jane Pascoe
01437 721544 so that we know to cater for you!

mailto:rachellewis94@live.co.uk
mailto:brucepayne241@gmail.com


                      Mouse Trail
Look out, look out there are mice about! They are finding their homes for 
the summer and keen to invite friends along. If you have a mouse or would
like to add one to the Solva Care Mouse Trail the more the merrier! 
Please contact: Chris and Ellie Sherwin on 07788 583602 or email:
csdesigns@talktalk.net
Trail leaflets will be available in June.
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Fishy Tales

The third ‘Fishy Tales’ is returning at the end
of June to Haroldston House! An evening of
tall tales, food and drink inspired by all
things fishy. The date will be confirmed in
the next Newsletter and @HaroldstonHouse,
and proceeds will go to Solva Care.

Parc y Capel Winners
The winners of the 3rd draw of the churches of St Aidan Solva and St David Whitchurch

100+ club which took place on Sunday 13 March are:
1st prize £70 Gemma Phillips (2) // 2nd prize £45 Tom Hopkins (61) // 

3rd prize £30 Pat Richard’s (28)

Contact Jilly
01437 720922

Mainly Village Halls Tour
Four of Sinfonia Cymru’s brilliant young artists - cellists - will 
be performing In Solva Memorial Hall on 21 May at 7 pm. 
(Their artists will be performing at 20 concerts across Wales 
during May, mostly in small venues at the heart of 
communities.) The concert is around 50 minutes and will 
have a mix of music with something for everyone. - not just 
for classical music lovers! You can expect a chilled, informal 
concert, suitable for all ages and a chance to chat to the 
performers afterwards. And the best bit – they’re free to attend. 
But you do need a ticket, so sign up in advance to be sure of your seat. Please contact Lena
Dixon on 07805 717556 / lenamdixon@gmail.com
Solva Memorial Hall 100+ Club 

Queen’s Jubilee
There will be a special Friday Club on
Friday 3rd June to celebrate the Queens
Jubilee – Cream Tea in the football
clubhouse 2-4 pm. Contact Lena if you
need a lift on 07805 717556 or email
contact@solvacare.co.uk 

mailto:lenamdixon@gmail.com


St.Davids Badminton Club  IMAGE
Would you like to try something new? Looking to get 
a little fitter? St Davids Badminton Club are looking 
for new adult players of all abilities and would like to 
invite you to some taster sessions this May! Join us 
on Monday 9th and Monday 16th May and have a go with the
support of our former Badminton Wales Coach Tom and the gang.
7pm to 8pm, just £2, St Davids Sports Hall behind the school. 
To book your place or have a chat call Tom on 07535 369 356 .
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SOLVA WI
Our member numbers fluctuate & we would happily welcome more ladies to join us,
particularly as we are starting a new membership year. Please come along to an initial
meeting or 2! (free of charge).
At our next meeting on May 19th at 2pm in the Memorial Hall we will be hosting a
favourite speaker of ours – Sheena Crossley whose talks on a Garden Theme are always
very enjoyable.
We are hoping to hold a Garden Party on Parc y Capel on 14th July to which all local ladies
are invited.
Following the Business at our April meeting we will participate in Indoor Curling which
always provides some fun!
The Book Group will meet on 22nd April & it is hoped to organise the next Walk for 25th
April.

Siop Solfach & Sgwrs/Solva Shop and Chat 
Open Gardens July
We are running Open Gardens again this year, with proceeds going to Memorial Hall
Funds. Gardens in and around Solva will be open on the weekend of 2-3 July. A brochure
describing the gardens and accessibility will be available beforehand. Pay at the first
garden you visit. For more information contact Fran on fran34hb@gmail.com or
07377059265.
12/05. Solva Shop stall . Memorial Hall 10.30- 12.00 // 22/05. Solva Pop-up Shop. Clubhouse. 2.00-4.00

Solva Care Survey
We will be calling round with our third survey soon. We hope you will fill in the bits that
apply to you and return it. We need to catch up after Covid and find out what has
changed. What more needs to be done? What else can we do for ourselves. Currently, our
volunteers provide social care and those who need domiciliary care get it from an agency
via the County Council or privately, if they can. We are thinking about setting up our own
Domiciliary Care Agency, to provide a fully integrated service to those in need- what do
you think? Would it be a good idea?
We work together as a community- Solva Care, the Community Council, all the social and
business groups, helping each other, doing what we can to make life better for everyone.
Please fill in your survey and return it – it won't take long. Our two previous surveys had
an 85% return- lets go for 90% this time! - Mollie Roach Project Lead.



Mosaics
Solva Care is running a 3rd mosaics project this year, in cooperation with Solva
Community Council, to be installed in Parc y Capel. The idea is to commemorate, in
images, people who have passed away in the last couple of years. If you have someone
you would like to commemorate, please contact Lena on 07805 717556 or
contact@solvacare.co.uk and let us know what image you associate with that person
(could be a flower, butterfly, boat etc). Date, time and venue for the mosaics classes to
follow.
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St David’s Eisteddfod Exhibition 2022
This year’s St David’s Eisteddfod had to be cancelled due to Covid restrictions, and it was
decided to hold an Exhibition of many items submitted for competitions since the first
Eisteddfod, held in 2010. The Exhibition was held at The City Hall, St David’s on 28 February
and 1 March 2022.  
Many previous competitors brought items, including photographs, paintings, embroidery,
collage, knitting, crochet, woodwork, models, greeting cards, and decorated eggs and
pebbles. Freshly baked cookery items and jams were also brought along to show the range
of items submitted in those classes.
Knitted dolls dressed in Welsh costumes depicting the designs from various Welsh
counties were on display, along with items from the literary competitions, examples of the
small wooden chairs presented to the winners of the most points in the Eisteddfod, and
photographs of Eisteddfod days.
Visitors to the Hall enjoyed viewing the items and they appreciated the work and skill of
the competitors that had produced the items. A number of competitors at the Eisteddfod
live in Solva and members of the Solva Craft Group always do well in the craft
competitions.
The date for the next St David’s Eisteddfod is Tuesday, 28 February 2023. The 2023
programme will be as planned for 2022 and the theme is ‘Holidays’. It will be available
from the Committee and various retail outlets. Further details are available from Glenys
James, the Eisteddfod Co-ordinator, on 01437 720447  
If there are any queries, I can be contacted by email and on 01437 721167 or 07851
868794 

Dylan Thomas Day
MamGu Welshcakes & National Theatre Wales TEAMre
running a series of events in Solva Harbour on Saturday, May
14th, celebrating the life and work of Wales's most loved
Poet! Dylan Thomas.
If you are a musician, poet, performer, creator then we would
love to hear from you! 
Please email angharad@mamguwelshcakes.com
More info coming soon!



Solva Cinema
12 May       No Time to Die (James Bond) 12A – special film
                     evening. Tickets £10 includes a cocktail or mocktail  
                     and some snacks. Dress to kill! Prizes for best outfits. 
                     Start 7 pm with drink and a short quiz, followed by 
                     the film at £7.30 pm. Dress to kill! Prizes for best 
                     outfits. Please pre-book your ticket, so we know how 
                     many to expect.

9 June         West Side Story (12A)

7 July          Belfast (12A)

Simply Church
No frills, just an opportunity for Christians from all backgrounds to simply meet together
to worship God; pray for our world and walk life's journey together. Come and join us at
10.30am on alternate Sunday mornings at the Football Clubhouse in Upper Solva. Bring
your Bible and a mug for a hot drink.  We would love to see you.
The dates are: May 1st, 15th and 29th // June 12th and 26th
Further details from Nadia on 07890 598686
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Edge Festival

Edge Festival 29th, 30th and 31st July 2022 
The Edge Festival has now booked all the bands, performers, poets and storytellers. We
now have a full line up that you can see on our website at
https://www.edgefestival.co.uk/edge-line-up/. 
We also have a full range of food stalls, including local community businesses Câr-Y-Môr
and Torth y Tir.
Posters will start going up soon advertising the Edge. It would really help if you could put a
poster in your window, your shop, pub, café or restaurant or anywhere you can think of.
Please contact us at info@edgefestival.co.uk if you’d like to put up a poster.
Thank you to everyone in the village who bought tickets from Helen Thomas. You can buy
weekend tickets from Helen £45 each (£25 for 16–17-year-olds) which is a Solva residents
discount and avoids paying the booking fee for online tickets. Would you like to help make
the Edge Festival a huge success this summer? We are still looking for 
people who can spend a small amount of time between now and July to 
come and join us. It’s great fun and you’ll receive Tipsy Tokens to use to 
buy drinks at the Edge’s Green Scar Bar.

If you would like to help, please contact Patrick on 
07900 241774 or Chris and Ellie on 07788 583602 . 

Or email us at info@edgefestival.co.uk



Summer is coming!





Dewisland People’s Shed



The Scout Hut, Ffynon Wen,St Davids
Every Tuesday, 10am to 12 midday

Men’s sheds were originally founded in 2013 in response to a need for a central body to
represent and raise awareness of a small, but growing number of Men’s Sheds. Back then
there were just 30 Men’s Sheds in the UK. In 2015 we became a registered charity with a
view to providing more formal support to the Men’s Shed movement. Fast forward to
today and there are over 600 all inclusive Peoples’s Sheds open and an additional 150 or
more in planning at any one time. That’s around 13,000 or more Shedders, as we call
them, benefiting from regular social interactions, new and improved skills, and regular,
active participation in activities they enjoy. 

The rate of growth of People’s Sheds is between six and nine a month. People are starting
to enjoy our wood and metal work shop. Come and join in the fun --- or just drop in for a
sit down with tea or coffee and a look at things. Anyone from Solva is welcome to join. We
have many tools that you may only want to use once in a blue moon and don’t justify
buying but with expert advice you can use them at the peoples’s shed.

Of course , as you probably know, the Scout Hut was built by our community years ago by
public subscription. Many people “bought” bricks to contribute to the fund-raising
Let’s get the hut/shed going again. It is a community centre in itself, just right for
children’s parties , play groups, art clubs ,and so on.

Come and join the volunteers, who are helping to resurrect it, or just come and enjoy it!
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Easter Blessings
After the long pandemic closure, our churches were able
to open again for Easter. Thank you to everyone for the
floral contributions, the colour and perfume of which
brought alive the Easter message of hope.
 
Team Llanungar Fawr, Hannah, Olivia, George, their
cousin and a friend, deserve a special mention for their
help at Whitchurch. They brushed the floors, washed all
the seats, built an Easter Garden and prepared the
Stations of the Cross for the Good Friday Service. 

The transformation was completed on Saturday when
other friends polished and added the glowing flower
displays. 

Thank you.



7 
Câr-Y-Môr News

In March, we received confirmation from NRW that we have a marine licence for a 3ha
farm in Ramsey Sound. This spring, we will start putting in place the anchors and lines for
our new farm. On the new site, we will be growing sugar kelp, oarweed, native oysters,
scallops, and mussels. From putting in this new farm, not only will we be producing good
quality, local seafood, enhancing the local environment, but it will also create new jobs in
the process. Seafood processors will be needed, as well as a farm manager. Keep an eye
out for vacancies! 

For The Love of The Sea – a celebration evening of food and drink made using local
produce.
Old Farmhouse Brewery and Câr-Y-Môr are proudly launching their seaweed beer called
Cwrw Kelp Beer. There will be an opportunity look around the brewery, see how the beer
is made, and talk to both Old Farmhouse Brewery and Câr-Y-Môr about this exciting
collaborative project.
The evening includes delicious seafood dishes, using Câr-Y-Môr seaweed, cooked by a
local chef, Colin Lewis – this is an opportunity to taste the seaweed products we produce
and sample the beers made locally by Old Farmhouse Brewery - all made right here in
Pembrokeshire.
Saturday 11th June 2022, 7.15pm (doors open 6.30pm)
Old Farmhouse Brewery, Upper Harglodd, St Davids, Pembrokeshire, SA62 6BX
Limited camping is available at the venue.
Come and join us and support local businesses - booking is advised.
Book your tickets using the link below
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/313663083727
Tickets Limited tickets available so book now & become a member today and receive a
discount.

Whitchurch Garden Fun Day
May 1st 10am – 4pm at Whitchurch House, Whitchurch, Solva, SA62 6UD
A day not to be missed. Fun for all the family at both Whitchurch House and St David's
Church. 
An opportunity to stock your garden, buy 
garden related items, take part in crafts, follow 
trails, view displays of art and history, and of 
course enjoy some well deserved refreshment 
and good company. Look out for the arrival of the 
Solva Mice! All for just £2.00 for adults - children free

West Wales Walking for Well-being
We are holding walks every Monday… minibus shuttle from football club at 14:15 stopping
at both lay-bys on route downhill to lower Solva. For a short well-being walk. Walks are
paced to suit those who are not used to being active. To book onto a walk, either use our
website www.westwaleswalkingforwellbeing or if wanting to be picked up please phone
Sam on 07796526166 or email same@pembrokeshire.co.uk 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/313663083727


Coast Allotment Project
Born from the lack of allotment spaces in Solva, I decided to offer up the parcel of land I
rent to be used as community garden. Along with friends and other residents we formed a
Management committee and created COAST - Community Organised Allotments for Solva
Tenants. The aim is to provide a space for growing, teaching & wildlife in a carbon friendly
way.
We're creating up to a dozen micro plots that will be available on an annual basis, a
wildlife garden with recreational seating & a community shed that will available for groups
to use as a workshop space, come lending library for gardening books and as a place to
shelter when the weathers not great! with Solar panels for light and rain water collection
system.
There will also be a plot given up for the local primary school which will be where we can
teach the younger generations on the importance of sustainability and how we can help
the environment with our actions working alongside Non, Aiden & Dewi Campuses.
Lastly a community compost area that will be open for all residents to deposit green
waste and collect compost. We secured funding from The National Lottery Community
Fund, Solva Care, Tesco Haverfordwest (Blue tokens) and The sustainable development
fund part of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority all of whom saw our vision and
thought it was a fantastic community benefiting idea. Without this funding we wouldn't be
able to do this project, it also means we don't need additional funds from Solva
community council or Pembrokeshire County council. We hope once completed the site
will be self sustaining and as its off grid carbon friendly as well. We've got 200+ trees
ready to plant across Solva in November and by then we're hoping the site will be
completed and ready to welcome visitors. Unfortunately due to issues that were created
as a result of COVID and beyond our control we are behind schedule, thankfully though
things are moving and mid October 2022 is our target end date. The site is fully insured
and we are now actively seeking volunteers to help with the transformation, if you'd like to
help drop us an email at coastsolva@gmail.com or message our Facebook page. We're
also happy to accept donations of old tools, gardening books etc as well. We hope once
completed, other villages across Pembrokeshire see what can be achieved on a small
scale and replicate our project by enhancing Pembrokeshire one village at a time.
Please pass on our thanks to all players of the National Lottery
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority
Shoppers of Tesco Haverfordwest
Solva Care

8 



9 
Shalom House

Day Centre
In addition to the day centre, we have supported individuals and their loved ones to have their
care needs met in their local communities homes. Without this service they may have had to be
admitted into hospital, in the current climate that was a scary thought for many. This home
service has been a lifeline for everyone and their loved ones, as our support continues after the
passing, we also supported families and friends with their bereavement needs.
Events:
We are looking at running a quiz every other month to raise money for Shalom House. We would
like to run every alternative quiz in Solva. The Ship Inn have generously agreed for us to use their
private room. We will also create and host quizzes for your events, all we ask for is a kind
donation. 
We want to hold a small tea party for the Queens Jubilee. We will sell cakes and scones and have
a couple of tables at the front of Shalom where you can sit and enjoy. During the afternoon one
of our team members intends to have a sponsored head shave for Shalom. There will be links on
our Facebook page to sponsor her and sponsorship forms in the shops in St Davids and
Fishguard.
Volunteering:
We are always looking for volunteers. If you have a few hours to spare each week and would like
to support a local charity please get in contact. please email samwilsoncroft@shalomstdavids.org
or call 01437 721344.
We would appreciate any local businesses support, you could do this by simply having a donation
box by your till etc for any passing donations. If you would like to support us by having one of our
donation boxes in your shop, café or local business please email
samwilsoncroft@shalomstdavids.org or call 01437 721344 – we can drop off and collect.
Counselling
As always, Shalom House Bereavement Counsellor services are open to anyone who is struggling,
not only with Bereavement but also with any concerns that have been exacerbated by Covid 19.
This is a free service being offered to again support our local community during these challenging
times. It is an easy and straightforward referral process, which can come from your GP, Nurse,
any concerned party (with your consent) or directly from yourself.
If you wish to access this free service, please email info@shalomstdavids.org or telephone within
office hours on 01437 721344 all we need is a very brief outline of your details and we will be in
touch very soon after.

Both of our charity shops are open so please come along and support us, all donations are
gratefully received as always but with this last year – every penny counts! We hope that you think
of your local cancer charity – we need your kind donations to keep helping those who need our

support. To keep fully up to date with the shops please follow our Facebook pages; Shalom
House Charity Shop – St Davids and Shalom Charity Shop - Fishguard.

St Davids shop:
Telephone number: 07942326873
Opening hours: (smaller donations only)
· Mon – 10am – 1pm, Closed Bank Holidays
· Tuesday - 10am to 1pm
· Wednesday - 10am to 4pm
· Thursday - 10am to 1pm
· Friday - 10am to 1pm

Fishguard shop:
Telephone number: 07434654115
Opening hours: (smaller donations only)
· Monday - 10am to 1pm, Closed Bank Holidays
· Tuesday - 10am to 4pm
· Wednesday - CLOSED
· Thursday - 10am to 1pm
· Friday - 10am to 1pm

Goodwick - Frame Drop Off Point
We accept bigger donations at this centre between 11.30am and 2pm every Monday.



May Calendar

01/05 - Simply Church // Garden fun day
02/05 - Walk for Wellbeing
03/05 - Solva Library // People's shed
04/05 - Luncheon Club 
05/05 - Council Elections // Memorial Hall coffee morning
09/05 - St Davids Badminton Club // Walk for Wellbeing
10/05 - Solva Library // People's shed
11/05 - Solva Community Council AGM // Luncheon Club 
12/05 - No Time to Die (Solva Cinema) // Memorial Hall coffee morning with Siop Stall
14/05 - Dylan Thomas Day MamGu
15/05 - Simply Church
16/05 - St Davids Badminton Club // Walk for Wellbeing
17/05 - Solva Library // People's shed // Memorial Hall AGM
18/05 - Luncheon Club 
18/05 - Memorial Hall coffee morning
21/05 - Mainly Village Halls Tour
22/05 - Solva shop/Siop Solfach
23/05 - Walk for Wellbeing
24/05 - Solva Library // People's shed
25/05 - Luncheon Club 
25/05 - Memorial Hall coffee morning
29/05 - Simply Church
30/05 - Walk for Wellbeing

Editors Note
Solva Harbour Society and the Regatta committee submissions were mistakenly merged on
the April edition, my apologies. To clarify, Steve Probert was the chair of the Regatta
committee and SHS are not involved in the Regattas. 

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the next edition of the Solva newsletter
please contact us at: solvanews@outlook.com

10 
Solva Care - Connecting our Community 

Would you, or someone you know, like support with:
Picking up medication from the surgery or pharmacy / shopping or picking 
up the paper / a lift to the surgery or post office / dog walking / befriending 
– someone to have a chat or walk with /  support to access services.
Solva Care is here to offer friendly, neighbourly support and has many local volunteers to
give you a hand – just contact Lena on 07805 717556 or contact@solvacare.co.uk




