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Sparking Solva Update
Many thanks to all who created a special themed window during Advent. The variety of
ideas and the inventive designs were amazing. We hope that people got as much
pleasure from viewing them as those who produced them. Feedback is difficult during
the dark winter days but we would be very pleased to hear your comments if you
managed to view the windows. There were many lovely windows which were not
included on the map so we hope we shall get more people joining in next year.
We were very happy to see a full page spread devoted to Sparkling Solva in the Western Telegraph 18
December edition. On 21 December a group visited many of the windows and sang carols. One very
happy listener was Marian Davies who is in her 100th year. It was great to see 5 and 6 year olds singing
to her. The weather was passable but we were glad to retreat to the warmth of the Memorial Hall for
mince pies and mulled wine. Feedback welcome (07970 614233) and more windows next year, please.
Solva Car park - Pay & Display
The shock news that pay and display machines will be installed in the lower car park
starting this season has taken us by surprise, with no proper notice from the owners,
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. Initial informal advice has indicated that the PCNP
can, as owners, do what they like. We are concerned: at the loss of jobs as the car park
attendants will now be redundant; the loss of the helpful person who tourists often
looked to for advice as this was also the car park attendants’ role; the possibility of chaos as the cars
back up into Main Street on busy days; and the lengthening of the charging period beyond 5 to 7. This is
bad for our businesses, bad for our visitors and bad for residents. We are contemplating a number of
courses of action but please write to PCNP to let them know what you think of this retrograde action.
Treasure Hunt update
Dave Phillips and Jim Young wish to thank the 180 or so people, of all ages, locals
and visitors, who took part in the annual Treasure Hunt this year. They started at
Bay View Stores (“Top Shop”) around 10.15am and finished at the Harbour Inn at
3.00pm, having answered (or attempted to) 46 questions that were found
throughout the village. A good day was had by all. Dave and Jim also wish to thank
the three pubs and the “Top Shop” for their welcome and involvement in an event
which has now been going for nearly 40 years. The winners were:- The Repeat Prescription, 2nd The
Limpets and last K9. The organisers make it known that they have £927 in the kitty, £202 of which will
be spent on the purchase of a microwave and equipment for teaching cookery at Solva Infants school.
Other donations will be made as soon as possible.
Thanks again to all competitors and the four girls who did the marking: Wendy, Rebecca, Mair and Elin.

New Italian
Restaurant Menu
Tuesday

www.PointzCastle.com

Solva WI

Solva WI President welcomed members to the first meeting of 2020. Various items were
discussed including the purchase of a laptop/projector - more guidance is being sought.
Our visit to Cegin Gareth will take place on March 26 leaving at 8.15am.
The arrangements for the swim & lunch at Croft Park were also finalised.
Subscriptions were paid - many members are now paying by BACS which will hopefully make our
Treasurer’s job a little easier! Following the tea break, brief presentations were given on each of the
proposed resolutions; lively discussion and ultimate voting concluded the meeting.
Mary Haughton, as ever, has done a great job of arranging an interesting selection of speakers for 2020
and a copy of the programme was given to each member. Jilly Missen has completed a Tree Survey as
requested. Mary Haughton, as Denman Ambassador for Pembrokeshire Federation, gave an interesting
update on the College’s improved finances and room improvements. The speaker at the next meeting
on Thursday 13 February,at 2.00pm, will be Julian Cremona with a talk on Mystical Madagascar.
Trees
With the focus now on bio-diversity and care of our environment the Community council,
along with Solva's WI and other interested individuals, are looking to plant trees in and around
Solva as well as a general improvement of our environment. If you have any ideas about where
you would like to see trees planted, hedgerows improved or any other environmental issues please
contact Vicky Barker on 07748 352889 or send an email to solvacommunitycouncil@solva.gov.wales
Mr Billy Young - Billy is out of hospital now and would like to say "Thank you” to everyone for the cards
and kind messages of support. He is feeling much better and wishes you a very “Happy New Year".
Mabon “The Last Huzzah” Farewell Tour - Solva Memorial Hall, Saturday 15 Feb at
7.30pm. Tickets Adult £10, Child, Student, Disabled £5. Please call Carol Ann on:
07970 614233. Tickets also available at Thursday Coffee Morning in the Memorial Hall,
from 10.30 -12 noon.
Solva Memorial Hall 100+ Club
1st Rosemary Hampshire
£50.00
Solva Church in Wales 100+ Club
2nd Andy & Margaret Robinson £40.00
Results of the third draw of the St Aidan
3rd Maria Jones
£30.00
and St David churches 100+ Club:
The lucky winners were:
1st
Helen Phillips (no. 13)
£70.00
2nd Alys Perry (no. 4)
£45.00
3rd
Christopher Walker (no. 37) £30.00

Parc-y-Capel 100+ Club results:
1st Janine Railton
£50.00
2nd Mo Bland
£30.00
3rd Carol-Ann Jones
£20.00

Slimming World
“A very happy New Year from all at Slimming World Solva. Our lovely little group lost an
amazing total of 109 lbs (49.44 kg) in December! Why wait? Join us on Wednesdays at
5:30pm at Solva Memorial Hall and get that Slimming World feeling! Call Samara Goring on
07498322314 for more details, or just come along”.
Solva WI welcomes new
members and visitors.
We meet most months
in Solva Memorial Hall
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on the 2nd Thursday
at 2pm
Contact Kathryn:
01437 721283

SOLVA COMMUNITY CINEMA
Thu 6 Feb “Black Cat White Cat” (15)
Thu 5 Mar “Wild Rose” (15)
Thu 2 Apr “Downton Abbey” (PG)
Adults: £5.00; Under 18’s: £3.50
Doors open: 7pm / Show: 7:30pm
Thursday 6 Feb

Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi was delighted to take part in the St Davids Christmas Tree Competition
this year. The school entered trees from across the campuses and was delighted that the
pupils of Non Campus won the entire competition! The overarching theme was the
environment. The winning tree and home-made decorations were made entirely of
recyclable materials and represented the idea of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.
On 5 December the Year 10 netball team travelled down to Ysgol Harri Tudur to
play in the Pembrokeshire Netball Tournament. With eight of the secondary
schools present, the girls played with fantastic control and won a place in the final,
in which they played with skill and composure, and came away with a 6 - 4 win,
ensuring they became Pembrokeshire Champions! Da iawn merched!
Child Care Offer
Do you live in Pembrokeshire? Is your child aged 3 or 4 years old? Do you work 16 hours or more a
week? If so, the Welsh Government might be able to fund up to 30 hours per week of combined Child
Care and Early Years Foundation Phase Education during term time, and up to 9 weeks of 30 hours of
Childcare per week during school holidays. Contact https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/the-childcareoffer-wales or contact Teresa James at Wyncliffe Childcare on 07948 099971.
Singing for Fun
A super evening was had by everyone who came along to Singing for Fun's
Christmas concert. Excellent singing, outstanding audience participation
and Christmas spirit in abundance, helped enormously by Helen and Dave,
who did sterling work on the raffle, and Tom, who worked his magic, yet
again, with the refreshments. The generosity of the audience and the choir raised £385.09, bringing
Singing for Fun's Wales Air Ambulance donation, after only 4 free one-hour concerts, to £1875.17!
Katie Macro, WAA Community Co-ordinator said: “That's an amazing amount! Thank you so much!”.
Rehearsals are now underway (Mondays 7.00-8.30pm in the Memorial Hall) for our summer concerts
and events. It's not too late to join us if you fancy a good sing on Mondays - Just come along.
Solva Gin
would like to thank Anna from the Woollen Mill, Elaine and Rick from the Veg Patch and Mic Rushen
(Heartfelt Solva) - who arranged Oriel Parc and Mamgu - for their generous support in allowing Solva
Gin to be apart of their Christmas Fayres in Solva and St Davids. All profits support our local community
projects together with the Edge festival.
Shalom House
On Tuesday 4 February do join us at the well renowned Something’s Cooking in Letterston
for a fundraising fish and chip supper! Tickets are £15.00 each and can be bought from
either of our shops at Fishguard or St Davids or at Shalom House. Numbers are limited
so don’t delay in getting yours to avoid disappointment.
Also, on Saturday 28 March we will be holding a special afternoon tea in St Davids City Hall - more
details in next month’s newsletter.
Shalom House is on the hunt for a retail manager to join us in developing our charity shop and retail
activities - are you (or do you know?) the person to bring enthusiasm and drive to help us realise our
ambitions! We have two shops up and running (Fishguard & St Davids) with a third planned for
Haverfordwest. So flexibility and team support will be key. Why not find out more, check out the shops
and get in touch. Website info:- www.shalomstdavids.org/vacancies or Telephone 01437 721344.
If Spring Cleaning don’t forget Shalom Shops can help in recycling and passing on your pre-loved items,
it also helps Shalom! We have rooms in Frame at Goodwick where household items can be taken, or if
you have smart clothing please take to the St Davids shop in New Street.
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Solva Community Land Trust
Progress is being made in getting the Community
Land Trust up and running. The registration as a
Community Benefit Society is all but complete and,
following the two public forums, our questionnaire
(which will be sent to all the inhabitants of Solva) is
being developed. It will be with you in April. We
have met our partner ATEB, a housing association,
and are pleased to report that they share our aims
of promoting a sustainable community through low
energy housing with affordable rents. This is a
hugely exciting project, the first of its kind in Wales.
It will be run for the benefit of our community, by
our community. Once again Solva leads the way in
Wales in helping to sustain rural communities

Solva Community Council
SCC will meet on Wednesday 5 Feb at
6.30pm in the Community Hub (Solva
AFC Clubhouse). Items on the agenda:
▪ Community Climate Change Action Plan
▪ AFC Project
▪ Dog Fouling
▪ Solva Community Land Trust
▪ VE Day 75 Celebrations - Friday 8 May 2020
▪ Finance report
▪ Planning applications
▪ Local concerns - Bro Dawel traffic
Members of the local community who wish to
attend, please inform SCC Clerk Bruce Payne on
07890 987259.

Books
Last year, the course entitled 4 Big Books looked at The Bible, The Koran, The Odyssey and
the Iliad. Following that, I am planning a series of 8/10 sessions, in February, picking up
some of the issues arising from that course, including how we have chosen to organise
ourselves, why we prefer one system rather than another – why is Utopia so difficult to
achieve? We will start with Plato and Aristotle who gave shape to Western notions of these issues.
We will of course, consider the original Utopia as described by Thomas More in 1516 – nearly 500 years
ago! We will have a look at the ideas put forward at the time of the Civil War by Hobbes and Locke and
at those advanced by Rousseau and Paine which had such influence on how the American colonies
decided to organise themselves. We will also consider the 20th century response to these issues
including the work of authors such as George Orwell - 1984, Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World and
Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451. Interested? Ring me (Mollie Roach) on 721580 or email
alanmollie@btinternet.com.
Open Gardens
Just a reminder - Solva's Open Gardens event 2020 will be held over the weekend of 18 & 19 July.
If you're interested in taking part but haven't yet put your name down please contact Lynne on 07779
083498 or Maggie on 07956 373465. There's still plenty of time to get your garden in shape.
All proceeds from the event will go to Solva Care.

Trecadwgan Farm Update

It has truly been a roller-coaster ride trying to purchase the Farm from PCC for
agriculture and community use. Following the withdrawal of our first backer from the
sales process we had only four days warning from PCC that the bidding process would
reopen and that, inexplicably, the process would be changed to sealed bids. We found
a new backer though who submitted a bid by the deadline 13 Dec and received
notification that hers was the highest bid received. Imagine our disappointment and dismay then when
on 7 January she received a call to say that bidding was to reopen because a higher bid had been
received by the agent acting on behalf of PCC . It seems that we are not the only ones baffled by the
lack of transparency in the sale of the Farm and people are coming forward once again in strong
support of our campaign. Thanks to all who are writing and phoning PCC to fight this latest injustice.
We await the decision of PCC as to what happens next. Our experience is being highlighted in the UK as
part of a wider campaign to save county farms for agriculture and community use and to provide
opportunities for the next generation of farmers. For more information please contact:
4 Sue Denman 07817 410782, Jessie Buchanan 07810 071826 or Gareth Chapman 07900 411952.

SOLVA CARE CHARITY - Registered Charity number: 1172873
Lena Dixon, Coordinator: 07805 717556,
Lesley Robertson-Steel, Project Officer: 07722 091664
Email: contact@solvacare.co.uk

News:
As a condition of our grant funding Solva Care is committed to sharing what it does with others:
On 11 March 5-8pm we will be holding an event at the Merlin Theatre in Haverfordwest to showcase
the good work of Solva Care and how it fits in with other developments in the village, for example the
Solva Community Land Trust. The free event will focus on people, place and well-being and use music,
film and poetry to inform the audience. All welcome! For more information, contact Sue Denman on
07817 410782 and/or Mollie Roach 01437 721580.
Suggestions from the Community
Proposed new activities were: Community IT drop-in facility (easier now that the Hall has wifi), help
children with reading skills, gardening club, themed family days, repair shop, book club, cake decorating
- this is only a selection. If you would be interested in any of these, either to run or
participate please let us know (contact details above).
Helen Morris (gentle exercises at Friday Club) has written a report on “Chair based Yoga
Benefits” - a review of outcomes, benefits and progress from 2019 sessions. She explains
what effect different exercises has on our bodies and how even half an hour a week can
make a big difference to balance, strength and flexibility. The report is available to
anyone who is interested along with a sheet of exercises to do at home. Please contact Lena.
Creative movement for all ages in Solva!
We are planning to run a dance workshop taster in cooperation with Zosia from Joon Dance for a
couple of hours on a Sunday afternoon in the next month.
● Get some gentle exercise
● Connect to the community
● Get creative with the whole family
● Take everything at your own pace
● Have fun!
Look out for posters with date and time. For more information or questions
please email joondance@gmail.com or call 07805 717556.
Coming Soon!
Test out a Fit-Bit (or similar) so see if it helps your moving or sleeping. Relaxed
Screenings at Theatr Gwaun - We will make 3 cinema trips to Theatr Gwaun on
Bws y Bobl. The dates are: Thu 27 Feb “South Pacific”, Thu 26 March “Easter Parade”. The bus will leave
opposite Solva Memorial Hall at 11.45 am, the films start at 1.30 pm so there is time for a cup of tea at
the theatre beforehand. Return to Solva 4 – 4.30 pm. To book a place contact Lena (details above).
Friday Club
Some exciting blockbuster events so far this term, starting with a rousing
performance from Solva Ukulele Pirates, followed by Mic Rushen
presenting the fascinating art of Needle Felting - a first for the Friday Club and Ifor and Gill's Music Quiz providing fun, laughter and a bit of a
challenge. These were followed by Gentle Movement exercises by Helen
and sumptuous cakes baked alternately by Ifor or Margaret Hughes.
On 3 Jan Kelly Dixon brought the gingerbread house she had made and we all had a taste!
February, starts off with the ever popular entertaining Cathedral Bells (7 Feb), rekindling memories and
fun with Ukulele Pirates (14 Feb), Ifor and Gill's unique and fantastic Music Quiz (21 Feb) all followed by
Helen's Gentle Movement. We end the month (28 Feb) at the newly refurbished “Hub” (Solva AFC
Clubhouse), with ever popular and Friday Club's old favourite, Tony's Country and Western.

5

Edge Festival 2020 - “Happy 2020 from the Edge Festival”.
We are starting to plan for The Edge Festival 2020. Festival founders Gill and Ifor Thomas,
Dan Jones and Josh Phillips have stepped down and the mantle has been handed over to
a new committee, chaired by Kay Reynolds with Selina Taylor as Secretary, Patrick Nash
as Treasurer and Clive Thomas booking bands. The committee welcomes new members
who would like to come and support the team. The Edge Festival weekend is Friday 24 to
Sunday 26 July. Excitement is building! We are currently signing bands, booking writers and poets,
booking the stage and much more. We are looking for someone to take on our annual raffle which
provides significant income to the event. Please let us know if you would like to help with this. This is
important given that last year Edge gave £10,000 in grants to the village. Contact Kay at
rens@btinternet.com or Patrick at patrick.nash@enterprisevalues.co.uk if you’d like more information.
Going forward, The Swim to the Edge no longer forms part of The Edge Festival.
Solva AFC Clubhouse - Community Hub
In recognition of the fact that the clubhouse is used by more than one community group, the clubhouse
has been renamed the Community Hub. A small committee has been set up to run it and already
improvements have been made to make it a much more comfortable place to meet. We still have a
great deal of work to do to address the needs of our various users, not least to refurbish the toilets!
Solva Community Council was well on the way to buying the Community Hub outright, the land it sits on
is leased from Pembrokeshire County Council. The money has been won from the Regenerating
Pembrokeshire Grant and match funding had been found. A very recent development has presented
itself in that PCC is now offering a Community Asset Transfer. This would mean that the community is
leased the land on a peppercorn rent, i.e. nothing, over a long lease, 125 years. The PCC could dictate
what we do in the building through a service level agreement, but we have been promised that this
would not be too restrictive. We have yet to see the detail of this arrangement but it could prove a
better way going forward with the Community Hub. The matter should be concluded by the next issue
of Solva News and we will keep you informed.
Solva Business Group
The group will hold an AGM in February. All are welcome. Membership is £25, and benefits include free
entry on the www.solva.net website, and being featured and promoted on the Visit Solva social media
platform. To find out more, contact Bella - bellap@tiscali.co.uk. The meeting date and venue will be
confirmed to all members, any potential new members please get in touch to be kept informed.
Dog Poo report
Dog fouling is on the increase again, across the village and, in particular on the two
playing fields. These are village facilities available to all to use but not to abuse.
If the problem continues then the banning of all dogs from these areas may have to be
considered. Come to your next community council meeting - Wednesday 5 Feb at 6.30pm
in the Community Hub (Solva AFC Clubhouse) - if you want to know more.
Dog owners please be responsible and bag it and bin it to keep our village tidy for all to enjoy. Thank you.
Solva Boat Owners Association
The SBOA - AGM will be held in Ship Inn Solva commencing at 10.30 am on Saturday 7 March.
○ SBOA members will receive their AGM calling papers early in February. We request that you follow
the instructions detailed in them and respond with remittances and amended or confirmed details
before the AGM.
○ The lift-in is scheduled for Saturday 11 April 2020. Lift instructions will be sent to those boat owners
involved. Parking restrictions will be in place. No parking on Trinity Quay or the Sand Quay until after
lifting operations are complete in those areas. Both Members and non-members are requested to
○
follow the lift crew’s instructions.
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WHAT’S ON
Tue 4 Feb
Wed 5 Feb
Thu 6 Feb
Fri 7 Feb
Thu 13 Feb
Fri 14 Feb
Sat 15 Feb
Fri 21 Feb
Thu 27 Feb
Fri 28 Feb
Sat 7 Mar
Wed 11 Mar
M
M
M
M
M
T
T
T
T
T
W
W
W
W
W
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
F
F
Sn
Sn
Sn

Shalom House “Fish & Chips” fundraiser
Solva Community Council meeting
Solva Cinema presents “Black Cat White Cat” (15)
Friday Club - Cathedral Bells
Solva WI meeting
Friday Club - Solva Ukulele Pirates
Mabon “The Last Huzzah” Farewell tour
Friday Club - Music Quiz
Theatr Gwaun Relaxed Screenings “South Pacific”
Friday Club - Tony’s Country & Western
SBOA AGM
Solva Care Showcase

10-11am
10.30am-12.30
2.30pm
7-8.30pm
7-9pm
2-3pm
2pm
6-7.30pm
7.45pm
9pm
12.30pm
2-4pm
5.30-7pm
8pm
9pm
10.30-12 noon
10.30-11.30am
11.45am - 1pm
2pm
2.30pm
6pm
7.30pm
10-12 noon
2-4 pm
10.30am
9.30 / 10.30am
8.30 pm

Letterston
Community Hub
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
MemorialHall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Bws y Bobl opp hall
Community Hub
Trinity Quay CH
Merlin Theatre H/W

7pm
6.30pm
7.30pm
2-4pm
2-4.30pm
2-4pm
7.30pm
2-4pm
11.45pm
2-4pm
10.30am
5-8pm

REGULAR EVENTS
Solva Tai Chi
Memorial Hall
Fey
07802 648793
Coffee & Chat
Capel Ucha
Grace Davies 01437 721533
Welsh Conversation Class
Capel Ucha
Grace Davies 01437 721533
Singing For Fun
Memorial Hall
Anne Hughes 07742 576031
Solva Youth Club
Community Hub
Gentle Fitness
Memorial Hall
Laura: letswalkpembs@gmail.com
Men’s Shed
Community Hub
Robin Tyler
01437 721588
Hatha Akhanda Yoga
Memorial Hall
Catrin
07581 201477
Pembs Ukulele Pirates practice Royal George
Jonathan
01437 720213
Tony’s Big Time Bingo (3rd Tues) Harbour Inn
01437 720013
Senior Citizens’ Lunch Club
Memorial Hall
Jane Pascoe 01437 721544
Solva Craft Club
Memorial Hall
Maggie
01437 720478
Slimming World
Memorial Hall
Samara
07498 322314
Quiz at the Ship
Ship Inn
01437 721528
Dai Ball’s Quiz/Open the box
Harbour Inn
01437 720013
Coffee Morning / Mini library Memorial Hall
Carol Ann
01437 721374
Pilates
Memorial Hall
Pip Marsh
01437 720314
Computer Club
Memorial Hall
Tom
01437 774775
Solva WI (2nd Thurs of month) Memorial Hall
Kathryn
01437 721283
Bible Study Group
Capel Ucha
Grace Davies 01437 721533
Rowing Club
Trinity Quay
Steve Probert 07970 063074
Solva Cinema (1st Thu/month) Memorial Hall
Lena Dixon
07905 717556
Solva Care “Drop-in Surgery”
Solva Surgery
Lena Dixon
07805 717556
Solva Care “Friday Club”
Memorial Hall
Lena Dixon
07805 717556
Church service
Capel Ucha
Grace Davies 01437 721533
Church in Wales services
St Aidan/Whitchurch
See page 3
Barry’s Fun Quiz & Raffle
Royal George
Barry
01437 720002

Solva Rowing and Water Sports Club - The Frost Bite Race (Sat 18 Jan).
Thank you everyone for coming, it was great to have 4 crews participating
on such a beautiful cold January day and to get out and do some rowing!
Well done to all teams from: Royal George, Ship Inn, Shalom House and the
winners Harbour Inn. Let’s hope this is a sign of a great rowing season!
MamGu Welshcakes are having a
well deserved break and are closed
for January. Reopening 11 Feb.

The new footbridge over the river in lower Solva,
with a new route through the woods, is planned to
open at Easter, more details next Newsletter.
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Friday 24 to Sunday 26 July 2020

SOLVA - WALES
JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS
LITERATURE - MUSIC - SPORT
AND WONDERFUL FOOD & DRINK

MamGu
welshcakes
Homemade Welshcakes
Welsh Inspired Dishes
Breakfast, Lunch,
Cakes & Drinks
20 Main Street, Solva
01437 454369

42 Nun Street, St Davids
Seasonal flowers

TRINITY QUAY SOLVA

info@solvaboatowners.co.uk
Local deliveries

Please call Clare: 07791 762718

Tel Sec 01437 721220
Tel HM 01437 721725

SOLVA NEWS
HAS A NEW WEBSITE:

www.solva.gov.wales
The Ship, Solva 01437 721528
New home cooked
menu

01437 720340

Great drinks offers
Open log fire
Wed quiz 8 pm
with jackpot
raffle
BOOK NOW!

Follow:
@theshipinnsolva

Mathias Home Hardware is
a traditional hardware
shop. We have everything
for any DIY, home, garden
or camping needs.
71 Nun Street, St Davids SA62 6NU

Advertise your company, service or
product here

RAUL
SPEEK
GALLERY
Fine Art, Artist’s Studio, Photographs, Prints
Art Workshops, Talks, Music, Jewellery, Gifts
Music & Tapas Nights, Pop-up Café

Email:
newyddionsolfach@gmail.com

The Old Chapel, Main Street, Solva SA62 6UU
Tel:01437 721907
e:heather@heatherbennett.co.uk
www.raulspeek.co.uk www.heatherbennett.co.uk

Please send articles for publication to: newyddionsolfach@gmail.com

