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Public meeting organised to save Solva School

A public meeting was held on Monday evening 21st September 2015 in a bid to save 
Solva School from closure.

It follows the PCC announcement that the school is ‘surplus to requirements’, even 
though PCC are now turning pupils away because there are no surplus places in this
high performing village school! 

Parents, former pupils and members of the community were among those attending 
the meeting at the Memorial Hall. Many spoke out about how PCC plans could 
detrimentally affect primary education on the peninsula and, as a result, limit 
children’s education to either faith-based or Welsh-medium.  Many were concerned 
this would deny parental choice and could be considered discriminatory.

Bewilderment and frustration was echoed by the audience about the positive 
information set out on page 34 of the PCC report that Solva CP School has predicted
outcomes above those of Bro Dewi in St Davids!    So to close Solva would be in 
effect closing a better performing school!  Those attending the public meeting wanted
PCC councillors to give due weight to such key facts and vote to retain Solva School!

People also spoke out about the considerable financial and environmental impact of 
transporting 70 or more pupils, some only 3 years old, to St Davids every day.  The 
associated risks increase significantly.  Further, pupils who do not live in St Davids 
and are reliant on school transport will lack equality of access to after school 
extracurricular activities.

The other two primary schools included in the proposed change to a split site 3-16 
school, Roch and YBD are to retain their 3-11 pupils on site.  Those present 
questioned why Solva could not be granted the same privilege. 

It was felt that without the school, the community would decline and that without our 
school and the young families it supports, the quality of life and well being of 
everyone resident here would suffer.  The sustainability of our community would be 
under threat.

Everyone present wanted PCC to respect the democratic wish of local residents – 
Keep Solva School open. It is loved, well respected and provides a high standard of 
education. 

Solva School Governors and the Community Council would work together to achieve
this aim.


