
Solva Community Council
Cyngor Cymuned Solfach

15th September 2015
Dear David,

                        I must start by saying congratulations on the apparent success of the 
Schools for the Future Campaign and the hard work and determination of the Staff at
Ysgol Dewi Sant to raise standards and firmly reestablish YDS as a beacon of 
excellence in not only our peninsula but county wide. 

I am however let down and somewhat dismayed at the comments made by yourself 
at last Thursdays EGM. It has always been my view that the family of schools that 
exist on this peninsula is a supportive and vibrant network, allowing staff and pupils 
alike to share best practice, wealth of knowledge and in some cases facilities. Your 
comments seemed to completely undermine this relationship, giving little thought or 
consideration to the impacts the recommendation would have on the community of 
Solva. I need not remind you how supportive both SCC and Solva School Governing 
Body were during the consultation period and how many Solva residents supported 
your initiative. This support came from the mutual assumption that primary provision 
would remain at Solva and the established norms of the feeder school structure too 
would continue. This however is sadly not the case, these recommendations would 
not only lead to the closure of a school that is oversubscribed, but raises questions 
around provision of transport for these children and other issues such as after school
classes, i.e. choir, computer club, and pre school initiatives such as breakfast clubs. 
Solva school provides a significant role not only for those pupils it educates but 
moreover the community on the whole and many of the arguments you provided for 
maintaining a school in St David’s are applicable in the case of our School.

 

I would therefore suggest that as in the past our communities have drawn together to
fight for our peninsula, so in this case too, we must. Solva is as much reliant on St 
David’s and vice versa, to lose such a vibrant and engaging school which is at the 
very core of this community would be to lose the very heart of this village. As history 
will teach us, to divide and conquer, I put it to you that this moment is one at which 
we must unite to succeed. The centralization of services and the ever decreasing 
level of provision that is occurring county wide would leave any school on this 
peninsula in a very lonely position. 

 

I would ask you therefore to consider fully the ramifications of this recommendation 
and ask that over the coming consultation period that you would engage with the 
community of Solva and in particular perhaps pay a well needed visit to  Solva  
School so that you might better understand the situation. I would be happy to 
arrange a meeting with the governing body and the community council. We should 
be arguing for our peninsula, for our communities and for our way of life, this is 
simply the tip of the iceberg.
Regards
Josh Phillips
Chair Solva Community Council


