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REVIEW OF EDUCATIONAL PROVISION IN THE ST DAVID’S AREA

Solva Community Council notes with concern the 10 options that have been 
developed for the purpose of further discussion and consideration. Community 
Councillors are specifically worried about the impact some of these options may 
have on Solva school.

Community Councillors and the people of Solva feel that their close knit, successful 
rural community could be unfairly penalised. If the outcome of the review concludes 
that the local school should close as a result of challenging economic times, it would 
be nothing less than a disaster for the village. A place that no longer educates its 
young is sending out a signal that it may not have much of a future. Educating 
children away from their community will slowly but surely undermine it. In essence, 
the life of the village would start to decay.

Community Councillors strongly believe that any decision to close Solva school 
would also infuriate local parents who already believe that rural Pembrokeshire has 
little or no clout at the Cabinet table. In addition, many local people have the view 
that the future of any village school should be decided by the community and not by 
the pen-stroke of some distant bureaucrat. Wider questions would also be raised 
such as how would busing or driving children miles to be educated fit in with the 
County Councils environmental commitments?

Community Councillors respectfully remind you that small schools offer a family-
friendly, community-based model for education which is too precious to lose. 
Specifically, Solva school is able to offer a curriculum and learning experience which 
is highly personalised and relevant to individual children, and the quality of 
relationships and care offered in these settings, is second to none.

Solva Community Council therefore urges Pembrokeshire County Council to 
recognise that small schools such as Solva are assets, not liabilities and are a key 
factor in sustaining rural life. Their value cannot be measured solely on a financial 
balance sheet. 

Community Councillors would be grateful if you would comment on their concerns 
and confirm that they will have the opportunity to influence the Preliminary 
Consultation on the review of educational provision in the St David’s area that will be
undertaken by the Director for Children and Schools.

Yours sincerely,

Bruce Payne
Simpson Hill Farm, Old Nolton Road, Simpson Cross

Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA62 6ET
07890 987259 brucepayne241@gmail.com


