
Solva Community Council
Cyngor Cymuned Solfach

23 September 2015
Dear County Councillor

I would like to bring to your attention the strong feeling in Solva community about the 
potential closure of our primary school. A well attended public meeting was held on 21 
September which raised a number of issues and I summarise them:

The cabinet member has confirmed that no costings have been completed in relation to the 
closure. How can the PCC make a decision when this basic information is unavailable? What 
is the cost of closure, of bussing children to St Davids or Roch if parents are not happy with 
St Davids? What additional costs will be incurred for three and four year olds who surely 
cannot travel on the busses that will transport the older children? What are the costs of 
making the proposed St Davids school bigger? It could be argued that this is a breach of 
process that could open the PCC to challenge if it were to proceed without this essential 
financial information.

It has been a tenet of the PCC that a successful school should not be closed. Data provided by
the review confirms that the school is performing better than Ysgol Bro Dawel for example. 
Improvements have been made since the school was placed in special measures and, just as 
happened to Ysgol Dewi Sant, the school is making huge strides forward.
The school is over subscribed in some years, so there certainly is a demand for a primary 
school in Solva.

The motion that was passed on 10 September called for consultation to take place on the 
closure of the school on the grounds of “it’s poor condition and suitability”. On the point of 
it’s poor condition, if this is one of two reasons to close the school why is not the full 
condition survey available? It is not identified in the list of background documents. What 
maintenance has taken place over the last two years? We need this information to be able to 
refute the contention that the school is in a dilapidated condition — the view of many who 
know the school is that it is not.

What does suitability mean? It’s a good school which is wanted by the community.
What consultation has taken place, or is planned, with the children themselves? Is it intended 
to conduct a Children’s Rights Impact Assessment as required by the United Nations and 
endorsed by the Welsh Assembly Government?

I would suggest that these are important points that have to be addressed before the PCC can 
reasonably take a view on the way forward.

Yours

Ifor Thomas 
Community Councillor


